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W.R. Willauer 


Sir: 

The Blue Book will be mailed to 
commissioners to the General As- 
sembly about May 21. This has 
been made possible only through 
strenuous efforts to assembly ma- 
terial from various sources. It 
contains the docket of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, reports of ad in- 
terim and permanent committees 
reports of the General Counci 
and all of the Executive Boards, 
overtures and Worship Services. 


The Blue Book is placed in the 
hands of commissioners in ad- 
vance of the meeting of the As- 
sembly so that each one may be 
informed concerning the inpor 
tant matters which will be con- 
sidered. It cannot be read with 
sufficient care on the train en 
route to Orlando, Fla. Every co 
missioner is requested to give ad 
quate time to reading and study- 
ing the contents of the Blue Book. 


E. C. SCOTT, 
Stated Clerk 


Atlanta, Ga. 


Sir: 

As a layman I hesitate to an- 
swer “Whither?” as asked by Dr. 
William Childs Robinson in your 
issue of April 25, 1951. It seems 
to me, however, that he has miss- 
ed the whole point to the Cincin- 


nati statement which he quotes as * 


follows: 


We share a common belief in 
God our Father; in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Sa- 
viour; in the Holy Spirit, our 
Guide and Comforter; in 
the Holy Catholic Church, 
through which God’s eternal 
purpose of salvation is pro- 
claimed and His Kingdom is 
come on earth; in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New 
Testaments as disclosing the 


Word of God for men, from 
which new light is evermore 
breaking for us and for our 
world; and in the life ever- 
lasting. 


The statement was designed, as I 
understand it, not as a new creed 
for our Church, for we have one 
which satisfies us, but as a state- 
ment of the great truths of our 
religion with which other churches 
can also agree. 


Isn’t it a hopeful sign that the 
emphasis is placed, not on our dif- 
terences. which are many as you 
point out, »ut on our areas of 
agreement, w..ich were much 
more numerous than many of us 
had supposed. 


While the statement, of neces- 
sity, omits many Presbyterian be- 
liefs and convictions, we do agree 
with each item as far as it goes. 
The emhasis on areas of agree- 
ment need not and will not 
weaken our belief in that portion 
of the truth which apparently has 
been revealed to our denomination 
alone. 


As different members of one 
body we not only have different 
talents and different challenges 
but also different methods of gov- 
erning ourselves and different 
revelations of scriptural instruc- 
tions. The Cincinnati statement 
assures us again that, for all these 
differences, we are still one in 
Christ and His Church. 

Should we not all rejoice that 
our God has chosen to reveal or 
disclose such a large portion of 
the truth in His Scriptures alike 
to such a large body of believers! 

Should not the answer to “‘Whi- 
ther?” be “Onward and Upward— 
Together?” 


WILL MANN RICHARDSON 


Tyler, Tex. 


Sir: 

Now that we are stressing evan- 
gelism more than ever in our 
Church it would be wise for our 
Church to set up a program that 
would encourage more of our min- 
isters and young men entering the 
ministry to go into full-time evan- 
gelistic work. The following will 
show how badly such a program is 
needed. 


For the past three years the 
Rev. Charles Soloman has con- 
ducted revival services at a new 
outpost church that was organized 
by our Reidsville Church. At the 
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close ,of the last one in April 
twenty-four came into the church 
on profession of faith, many of 
them young married couples that 
will now establish Christian 
homes. And the total for the three 
revivals was 98 on profession of 
faith. 

Mr. Soloman was pastor of a 
church in Fayetteville, N. C., and 
doing evangelistic work on a part- 
time basis. During the past two 
years in his revival services over 
1,000 had come into the church on 
profession of faith and over 1,000 
rededicated themselves to the 
Lord, some for full-time Chris- 
tian service. He feels that the 
Lord is definitely calling him to 
full-time evangelistic work. This 
he has done under the following 
conditions: 


There was no setup in the synod 
whereby he could be given a full- 
time or part-time salary to do 
evangelistic work, such as a pastor 
is given by a local church. He had 
to rent a home in Montreat for his 
family to live in, as no home was 
available as would be if he were a 
pastor. 


While pastor of a church his 
church paid 8 percent and he paid 
2 percent to the annuity fund. 
Now he has to pay the entire 10 
percent. He has no allowance for 
automobile and traveling ex- 
penses which are more than for a 

astor in a local church. Most of 
is revivals are in the rural 
churches and the free-will offer- 
ings which he is entirely depen- 
dent upon for all of his expenses 


are not too large. You can see 
that he has made a personal sacri- 
fice in giving up a church and go- 
ing into full-time evangelistic 
work. 


I am sure that this is not the 
desire of our Church and that we 
would like to set up an organiza- 
tion either in our synods or Gen- 
eral Assembly to actually en- 
courage men who have been given 
this gift to use it in bringing new 
life and blessings to our Church 
as a whole. Knowing your interest 
in evangelism I thought this would 
be of interest to you and others in 
our Church. 


PAUL D. HASTINGS 
Reidsville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL 


What Shall We Do With 
Chapter One Of The 
Confession Of FaithP 


The departing from the first chapter of the 
“Standards” is the point of deviation from the “old 
paths.” As long as paragraph two of chapter one of 
The Confession of Faith says “Under the name of 
Holy Scripture, or the word of God written, are 
now contained all the books of the Old and New 
Testaments, which are these (here follow the list 
of the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 
books of the New Testament). All of which are 
given by inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith 
and life,” then, so Jong must there be adherence to 
their contents. 


Hence the centering of criticism and the minimiz- ° 


ing of this great bulwark of “the faith.” 
The Higher Criticism has blazed the way, but 


has been followed by many men who have accepted - 


their processes and have questioned in their own 
minds, and have caused others to question in their 
minds, the truthfulness and the certainty of the 
above statement. 


So far as I know every one of our presbyteries 
causes ministers at their ordination, and those com- 
ing into the presbyteries from other presbyteries, to 
subscribe to the obligations required of ministers at 
their ordination. Yet, I have heard men say that 
they accept some of the Bible as the word of God, 
but reject other portions of it as having no vital 
relation to the content of the “actual word of God.” 


Then, within a few minutes I have seen them 
sign the “obligation,” which reads I, , do 
sincerely receive and subscribe to the above obliga- 
tion as a just and true exhibition of my faith and 
principles, and do resolve and promise to exercise 
my ministry in conformity thereunto.” 


But what was in “the above obligation”? Here 
is part of it. 


“(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice? “2) Do 
you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of 
Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as con- 
taining the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at 
any time you find yourself out of accord with any 
of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you 
will on your own initiative make known to your 
presbytery the change which has taken place in your 
views since the assumption of this ordination vow?” 

Now, how can the two asseverations be reconcil- 
ed? There is an edition of the Bible, which has 
many valuable features, but which negatives all of 
its values by the statement: 

“Through skilled abridgement, it reduces by 

half the entire King James Version (including 

the Apocrypha which is missing in most Pro- 

testant Bibles) without changing its nature or 

spirit.” 
Who says that it is possible to “cut out” one-half 
of the text without changing “its nature or con- 
tents?” Jesus certainly did not hold this view, for 
he says emphatically: “till heaven and earth shall 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled.” 


Paul certainly does not. He declares: “All scrip- 
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ture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness:” John is far from endors- 
ing this theory, for he declares: “If we receive the 
witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for 
this is the witness of God which He hath testified 
of His Son. He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath witness in himself; he that believeth not God 
hath made Him a liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of His Son.” 


Now, this is what Chapter One of The Con- 
fession of Faith says. What will we do with it? Is 
it in keeping with the theories of inspiration that 
are abroad in our Church? 


If not, which should yield, the Confession or the 
confessor? 


Is it not time for our Church to ‘‘take notice’”’ of 
these contrary positions? —W.H.F. 


“But How Then?” 


“The infallible rule of interpretation of Scrip- 
ture is the Scripture itself.” (Confession of Faith). 


The above statement, a part of that marvelous 
document of the Westminster Assembly of three 


_ hundred years ago, goes on to say that Christians 


should let the Bible speak for itself, that where one 
isolated verse may be difficult to understand a fuller 
study of other passages will make the matter plain. 


- One of the chief points of divergence between 
evangelical Presbyterianism and the higher critical 
attitude to the Bible is right here. We Presby- 
terians, believing the Bible to be immediately in- 
spired by God and by His singular care and provi- 
dence kept pure in all ages, turn to its pages with 
confidence and speak from it with authority, be- 
cause it is the word of God. 


On the other hand, the higher critic, basing his 
acceptance on reason and logic, finds himself in a 
never-ending maze of speculation, deductions, equiv- 
ocations and denials—not a very stable platform on 
which to stand or a convincing background from 
which to speak. 


For those who are interested we would suggest a 


study of the Gospel of Matthew, noting the phrase, 


“that it might be fulfilled,” or words of similar im- 
plication, as they occur again and again. Of course 
the higher critic immediately states that Matthew 
himself was mistaken, that he himself injected the 
idea of fulfilment to suit his own limited and pre- 
judiced viewpoint. But such an attitude does vio- 
lence to the entire basis of inspiration as well as to 
honest exegesis. 


One of the most significant verses in Matthew is 
the 26th chapter and 54th verse, where our Lord 
asks: “But how then shall the scriptures be ful- 
filled, that thus it must be?” And then two Verses 
later: “But all this was done, that the scriptures of 
the prophets might be fulfilled.” 


The Berean Christians set us a good example 
when we are told that they: “Searched the scrip- 
tures daily, whether those things were so.” 


—L.N.B. 


Can we do less? 


“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer 
To Every Man That Asketh You 


A Reason For The Hope 
That Is In You” 


How he will ultimately handle his problem we 
do not know but the Rev. W. Leigh Ribble, Rector 
of His Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Richmond, Va., has taken a step which can well 
be emulated by other ministers. 


Uneasy and disturbed because he felt that his 
parishioners were lacking both in Christian know- 
ledge and convictions, Dr. Ribble sent out a ques- 
tionnaire to the 550 communicants in his congrega- 
tion, asking them a number of basic questions with 
reference to Christian faith and doctrine. 314 re- 
plied and in those answers there was revealed a 
number of startling things. 


We do not purpose to deal critically with this 
situation because it can be duplicated in thousands 
of churches across America, and in our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Suffice to say that 
when men inside the Church deny or question the 
natural sinfulness of the human heart, the per- 
sonality of God and the deity of Jesus Christ, it is 
high time that an inventory of preaching and teach- 
ing be taken and energetic steps outlined to change 
the situation. Dr. Ribble has had such a reaction 
and is planning his future sermons accordingly. 


The tendency and the emphasis of recent years 
has been only too often to misrepresent Chris- 
tianity. Christianity is faith in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and, as a correlary 
to that faith, it is a way of life. Unfortunately, too 
many men have looked upon Christianity simply as 
something to do. The resulting system of moral and 
social ethics, without the foundation of a life re- 
born—redeemed by Christ Himself—has tottered 
and collapsed as do all structures without founda- 
tion. 


Time, reporting Dr. Ribble’s adventure into 
realistic evaluation and remedying of the situation 
in his own Church, remarks: “Meanwhile, theo 
logical arguments have been breaking up par- 
ishioner’s bridge and canasta games ... and congre- 
gations have been running about a third larger than 
usual.” 


We would commend this return to doctrinal 
teaching and preaching with all our heart. Chris 
tians who have a reason in their hearts for the faith 
and the hope which is theirs should be the normal 
rather than the unusual. How often we hear: “I 
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think” so and so; or, “I do not believe that ... ’ 
Here is illustrated the need for a faith and a rea- 
soning based on authority—the authority of God’s 
Word. 

Dr. Ribble has started something which we hope 
will be followed by many others. Informed and in- 


structed Christians, when such instruction is based 
primarily on the Scriptures, will honor the Church 
of which they are members and will be of in- 
estimable worth to the society of which they are a 
part. —L.N.B. 


The' 


Fifth im a Series 


Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson 


Professor of Historical Theology 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the 
second commandment? 


A. The reasons annexed to the second command- 
ment are, God's sovereignty over us, his propriety 
in us, and the zeal he hath to his own worship. 


If we agree with Luther that “the first precept 
requires that we acknowledge and worship one God, 
that is, that we trust and rest in Him alone, which 
indeed is the true faith, whereby we become the 
sons of God”; then the second commandment calls 
us to the means God has ordained to lead His 
people into that trust and confidence in Himself— 
and excludes those acts, modes, forms, images and 
pictures with which men have undertaken to em- 
bellish that worship. 


“Idolatry came in at first for the want of good 
preaching. The people began to have golden images 
when they had wooden priests.” —Fuller. 

To the bare statement of the law the Bible adds 
three reasons to move our obedience. The first is 
God’s sovereignty of kingship or lordship over us. 
We are not our own masters, but God’s subjects. 
The great message of the Psalms is that the LORD 
reigneth, and the united voice of the New Testa- 
ment is that Jesus Christ is ruling as Lord now. 
A score of times it presents Him sitting at the right 
hand of God, that is, clothed with all the power 
and authority of God. The King of kings and Lord 
of lords calls us not to will worship, but into the 
obedience of the Christian faith. 


The second reason is His propriety in us, that is, 
that we are His own. We are His property and He 
has the exclusive right of possession. He owns us by 
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right of creation, and then He also owns us by 
right of redemption, “Ye are not your own; for ye 
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body.” Because we belong to God let us in- 
quire in His word to discover what worship he has 
ordained, rather than ape those who have set up 
elaborate forms which they think will please the 
senses of men. 


The third is the zeal God has for His own 
worship. So intense was the Psalmist’s concern for 
the sanctuary that he sang, “the zeal of thy house 
has eaten me up.” John’s Gospel finds in Christ 
purging of the temple an application of these words 
and an instance of the perfect zeal which the Son 
had to the Father’s house and worship. The dis- 
regard of this commandment brings the punishment 
of God not only upon those who do so, but upon 
their children and their children’s children. On the 
other hand the faithful worship of God in the ways 
of His own ordering brings blessings upon thous- 
ands, or upon thousands of generations. The zeal of 
John Knox and the Scottish covenanters is still 
blessing us, their spiritual heirs. And, as Alexander 
Henderson said when the Glasgow Assembly had 
finished deposing the bishops and archbishops and 
removing the dregs of popery from the Kirk of 
Scotland: “We have thrown down the walls of 
Jericho. Let him that rebuildeth beware the curse 
of Hiel the Bethelite.” 


The remarkable reception accorded Dr. Robin- 
son’s previous series, The Summary Of The Chris- 
tian Faith According To The Shorter Catechism, 
now in its second printing, still brings comments 
such as these: 

. . . juniors and intermediates in Sunday School 
“simply eat it up.”” —Dr. John F. Anderson, Tyler, 
Tex. 

. . . using it with my Seniors in the Fellowship 
Hour. —Dr. T. P. Johnston, Dunedin, Fla. 

. . . using it in my family devotions. —Dr. 
Charles Kraemer, Charlotte, N. C. 

And from churches we hear that... 

it was used in the Leadership Training School of 

Granville Presbytery for a course in My Chris- 

tian Beliefs... 

and several churches in Chattanooga, Tenn., are 

using it for their newly elected elders and deacons. 
Now, this wide reception and enthusiastic approval 
prompts us to believe that you, too, will enjoy The 
Summary Of The Christian Faith According To 
The Shorter Catechism. See the other side of this 
section for a convenient order blank. Order enough 
to give a few to your friends. They'll appreciate it 
as thousands of others have. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 3 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Restoration Of Jerusalem 


Scripture: Ezra 1:5—6; Nehemiah 2—6; 8— 


9. Devotional Reading: Ps. 126. 


There is a striking difference between Psalms 137 and 126. “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.” ‘““When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing.” Sin and 
captivity mean sorrow and sighing. When we are set free, we are full of joy. “They that sow in tears 


shall reap in joy.” Judah had sown in tears; she 
was now reaping in joy. The captivity had cured 
them of one sin, idolatrv. The restoration of 
Jerusalem, the building of the temple, and the wall, 
were momentous events in the history of Judah. 
Ezra and Nehemiah tell the story of what took 
place in this period of their history. 

I would like to divide our lesson into three parts: 
(1) The Building of the Temple; (2) the Building 
of the Wall, and (3) The Great Revival under 
Nehemiah and Ezra. 

I. The Building of the Temple: 
Ezra 1;5-6 


Cyrus, a better ruler than most of these heathen 


‘monarchs, issued a decree in the first year of his 


reign not only permitting, but urging the Jews to 
return and build the House of the Lord. He also 
told those who remained in the land to help those 
whose spirit was to go back, with gifts of all kinds. 
The king himself brought out the vessels of the 
house of God and restored them to the Jews. 
There was a considerable response to the decree 
and in chapter 2 we have a detailed account of the 
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other denominations, have read this series. 
You will appreciate its truthful and warmly 
personal unfolding of basis Christian beliefs 
as set forth in the Shorter Catechism. 
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ones who returned, and their total number, 42,360, 
They set up the altar for sacrifices and laid the 
foundations of the temple with mingled feelings, 
some of the older ones weeping as they thought of 
the former house in all its glory and this much less 
pretentious building; others shouting for joy. 


In chapter 4 we see the “adversaries” at work. 
There are always those who try to hinder the work 
of God. They offered to help and when this aid 
was refused, they weakened their hands, hired 
counsellors against them and wrote letters accusing 
them of planning to work harm and not pay tribute 
to the king. For a time the work was discontinued 
as a result of this letter. The prophets Haggai and 
Zachariah stirred up the people, and work was re- 
sumed, and another letter was written, this time by 
the governor, Tatnai, to Darius, asking him to 
search the records and see whether Cyrus really 
made the decree that the Jews claimed as authority 
for building the Temple. Search was made, the 
decree was found, and Darius commanded, “Let 
the work of this house of God alone.” and also that 
help should be given to them in building. “And 
they builded and finished it.” 


Before we leave this section I would like to call 
attention to two very striking facts about Ezra. 


The first is a statement which, it seems to me, 
sums up this man’s character in a fine way. “For 
Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments.” His work along these lines, his 
establishing of the canon of scripture up to that 
time, is one of the stupendous achievements of men. 


The second thing which I wish to emphasize is 
his “prayer of confession,” in chapter 9. This would 
be a model prayer for our whole nation at the 
present time, and especially for our leaders. 


The moral and religious life of the American 
people has sunk to an “all-time low.” Too much of 
our praying leaves out this vital part—confession of 
sin. We want God to bless us in our sins. We want 
His face to shine upon us while we are wallowing 
in the mire. We must confess, and forsake, if we are 
to receive His approval and blessing. 


II. Building the Wall: 
Nehemiah 2-6. 
Nehemiah was a patriot, a statesman, and a re 
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former. He loved his country as a loyal Jew; he 
was wise, honest, and unselfish as governor and 
leader, putting the interests of his country ahead of 
his own, and he energetically set about, with the 
help of Ezra, to reform the various abuses which 
had arisen. Our urgent need in the political world 
is for such men. It is often said that such a man 
could not be elected to office in our land. If this is 
true, then our system of free government is doomed. 
The weakness of democracy, or a republican form 
of government, is in the character of the voters. 


He was cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. The king 
noticed the sadness of his countenance when he 
heard of the condition of the land of his fathers, 
and the holy city of Jerusalem, and asked Nehemiah 
the cause. It was a dangerous thing for anyone to 
have a “sad countenance” when in the presence of 
one of these capricious Eastern monarchs. 


Nehemiah offered his prayer to God and then 
answered the king, telling him about the distressing 
news he had received. Would it not be a fine thing 
for us to pray before we answer the questions or 
requests of men? He was granted a “leave of 
absence” and took his journey to Jerusalem. The 
first step he took was to make a survey of the wall ; 
then he began the work and finished it in 52 days. 


He did this great work under tremendous diffi- 
culties. —The enemies of the Jews were not idle, 
especially Sanballat, the Horonite, Tobiah, the 
servant, and Geshem, the Arabian. They tried every 
trick they knew to hinder the work; ridicule, and 
underhand and open opposition. The workers had 
to build with a weapon in one hand and a trowel in 
the other. 


I wish to quote from the New Analytical Edition 
of the Bible, published by John A. Dickson Publish- 
ing Company: 


“Satan is not greatly concerned about a dead or 
degenerate Church. It is the Church on the walls of 
Zion with sword and trowel, set for the upbuilding 
and defense of the kingdom of God that causes 
Satanic concern and stimulates active opposition. 
The Moabites, Ammonites, and Arabs might fight 
among themselves, but become united against Israel 
acommon foe. The same is true of the forces of 
evil arrayed against the Church of Jesus Christ .... 
The rearing and establishing of Zion in our own 
hearts is the believer’s true defense. When he comes 
to realize that every attempt by a godless world will 
be made to break down his spiritual defenses, he 
will be careful to build more surely, leave no gaps, 
and like Nehemiah, while building he will make his 
prayer unto God.” 


Not only were there these outside enemies, but 
there were those within who discouraged, oppressed, 
mistreated, and cheated their fellow citizens. There 
were “grafters” in those days as well as in our day, 
who were trying to “feather their own nests.” They 
were charging exhorbitant interest. Nehemiah deals 
with them in his characteristic forthright manner, 
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Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never have heard 


of it. 
EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
S Pray For Revival 


demanding that this thing stop at once. His own 
example as governor was an example to the rest, and 
they followed his leadership. He not only paid his 
own expenses, but fed a host of the poor and un- 
fortunate at his table. 


Later on he had to deal no less strictly with those 
who had begun to desecrate the Sabbath law and 
the marriage laws. He was a great reformer as well 
as patriot and statesman. Would that we had some 


like him today! 
Ill. The Great Revival: 8-9 


Reforms are good, but revivals are better. It takes 
more than just the reform of abuses; the spiritual 
life must be quickened, if there are to be permanent 
results. We need reforms in our country, but our 
most urgent need is for a real revival. Revivals 
always bring about genuine reforms, but reforms 
do not always end in revivals; reforms deal with 
the external, but revivals touch and change the 
inner and “hidden man of the heart.” 


This revival began with the study of “the book 
of the law.”” The Protestant Reformation began in 
the same way. Whenever people begin to hear the 
word of God there will be a revival. It is the Sword 
of the Spirit. In this case there seemed to be a 
unanimous desire to hear what God had to say. We 
may divide chapter eight by the word “all.” 


“All the people gathered themselves together as 
one man.” If this were to happen in our country 
every church in the land would be overflowing. 
Sometimes we hear people say that there are too 
many churches. We do not have too many churches, 
but we do have too many people who never enter 
them. 


“The ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law.”” How often our Saviour said, 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear, and in the 
letters to the Seven Churches, this is the oft- 
repeated refrain. 


“And when he opened it, all the people stood 
up.” They had a deep reverence for “the book.” 


“And all the people answered, Amen, Amen.” 
Here was their heart-felt response to the book. 


“All the people wept.” “All the people went their 
way, to rejoice and to obey. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR JUNE 3 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


A Christian's Investment 


Introduction 


When I was a small boy I remember a friend of mine who was asked to invest some money in Coca-Cola 
stock, but my friend was not interested because he had heard many people say that Coca-Cola would never 
sell because it was injurious. Probably many another person has failed to invest in a good thing simply be- 
cause he did not recognize a good thing when he saw it. Today many people are not sure about what in- 


vestments in the financial realm will turn out to be 
sound and enduring, but there is one cause in which 
we can, invest our all with absolute assurance that 
it will turn out to be the soundest investment we 
have ever made. That is our investment in the 
Kingdom of God, and this program tonight is 
designed to make us realize that it is the best invest- 
ment in the world, even though a great many people 
in the world do not think so enough to invest much 
time or talent in it. 


Scripture Lesson - Luke 19:11-26 


In the outline of the program in Presbyterian 
Youth, Luke 19:11-26, is cited as our Scripture 
lesson. You will recognize immediately that this is 
the parable about a nobleman who gave the ten 
pounds to the servants and told them to invest and 
use until he should return. Jesus gave this parable 
because He was approaching Jerusalem and as He 
did many people thought that the Kingdom was 
coming in the fullness of its power immediately. 
(V 11) This parable then describes for us the 
nature of the Kingdom and our responsibility for 
investment. 


1. The King of the 
Kingdom. V 12 


The parable centers in the nobleman who went 
into a far country to reserve for himself a kingdom 
and return. We immediately recognize that Christ 
is speaking of the Kingdom of God. Christ died 
upon the Cross of Calvary and rose from the dead 
to go into the far country at the right hand of God 
to remain there until all enemies have been put 
under foot and then He shall return as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. In that day all the King- 
doms of the world will have become the Kingdom 
of our Lord and His Christ. In that day all men 
shall finally recognize that only what they have 
invested in the Kingdom of God has endured. 


2. The Servants of the 
Kingdom. V 13 


In the parable, the servants are given pounds with 
which to carry on the work while the nobleman is 
gone. When you and I believe on the Lord Jesus 


Christ, we are born from above by the Spirit of the 
Living God, and that Spirit gives us the gifts and 
capacities for serving the Lord and His Kingdom. 
You and I who have been born again are the only 
ones who really can invest our time and talents in 
the Kingdom of God, and that which we invest has 
been given us by grace of God in Christ. 


3. The Citizens in the 
Kingdom. V 14 


In the parable we read that the citizens hated 
the nobleman and refused to recognize his leader- 
ship. It is that way in our world today. The ma- 
jority of the people in our world are not willing to 
have Christ as Lord and King and will not follow 
His way of living. Since they hate and reject Him, 
they will reject the servants of the Kingdom and 
question the value of the Kingdom. You and I must 
be willing to invest our all in the Kingdom, come 
what may, cost what it will. For it is certain that 
they who will live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution from the citizens of the world. 


4. The Rewards in the 
Kingdom. V 15-24 


In the parable the nobleman returned in his own 
time and all those who had been faithful were re- 
warded, and those who had not been faithful lost 
even that which they had. In the fullness of God’s 
own time, Christ shall return and every faithful 
servant shall receive his just reward, and every 
faithless, empty profession will be judged and con- 
demned as fruitless. We are stewards in the gospel 
of the Kingdom. We must be faithful and one day 
give an answer for our stewardship. 


SUGGESTIONS 


As you follow through the suggested program 
outline in Presbyterian Youth, you will come to the 
Scripture lesson as the closing part of the discussion. 
Take time to study the parable to see in it an out- 
line of Kingdom service in the light of Christ’s first 
coming, His session was at the right hand of God, 
and His future coming in power and glory. It is 
within the framework and purpose of this outline 
of the career of Christ that we must serve. 
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ASSEMBLY NEWS 


Orlando Churches Typify Presbyterian Growth In South 


The General Assembly will find in its 1951 host 
a church which has contributed much to the work 
of the Assembly and this year celebrates its 75th 
anniversary amid signs of continued growth and 
service in the South. 


The present beautiful stucco structure (see 
cover) reached its present proportions in 1914 after 
many years of expansion and remodeling. It is lo- 
cated at the corner of South Main Street and East 
Church Street with the church office located at 106 
East Church Street. The Rev. Marshall C. Dendy, 
D.D., is pastor (see cut). The Rey. J. $. Garner is 
associate pastor (see cut). 


Many of the other churches in Orlando which 
are serving as assistant host churches were chapels 
founded by the First Church. 


In Northeast Orlando, the church began its first 
work. Completed in October, 1929, the Park Lake 
Presbyterian Church is 25 years old this year. Dr. 
Robert McCaslin is pastor of the church which now 
has a membership of more than 1,500 persons. Dur- 
ing the past eight years more than 2,000 members 
have been received into the church. Dr. McCaslin 
came to the Park Lake Church in 1942 from the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Tenn. 


For The General Assembly—A nniversaries In Orlando 


Marshall C. Dendy, D.D. 


A 75th Anniversary 


and 


A 25th Anniversary 
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To celebrate its silver anniversary this year, the 
Park Lake Church is erecting an educational build- 
ing. In 1948, a minister of education, the Rev. 
Arthur W. Rideout, was called to direct this ex- 
panding area of the church’s activity. 

Unique in many ways, the Park Lake Church has 
members from 41 states and many foreign countries. 
There are 19 members who are sons or daughters of 
ministers. The church has five candidates for the 
ministry and two members studying for full-time 
Christian work. It supports five missionaries, re- 
ceived 246 new members last year, maintains a 
growing outpost Sunday School and church services 
in Jamajo, Fla., which may soon become a church. 


Also unique in 
many ways 
among Or- 
lando churches 
arethetwo 
churches served 
by the Rev. 
Hugh C. Ham- 
ilton. These 
churches, like 
the Park Lake 
Church, trace 
their parentage 
to the First 
Church. Grace 
Covenant 
Church was or- 
ganized in 
1947 inthe 


southern sec- 


Hugh C. Hamilton 


tion of Orlando, a mile from any other church. The 


Rev. Jack Powell was first pastor of this church and 


was instrumental in organizing it. More recently, 
the Rev. Hugh C. Hamilton has served this church 
jointly with John Knox Presbyterian Church. 

During the past year, a debt of $6,000 has been 
paid off, with aid from the parent church. The 
church has planned the dedication of the new 
church sanctuary to coincide with the meeting of 
the General Assembly. On June 1, a full-time min- 
ister will serve this church which has a “bright 
future under the blessing of God.”’ As it moves to- 
ward complete self-support (it has received help 
both from the First Church and the Home Mission 
Committee), Grace Covenant Church promises to 
be a spiritual force in Orlando. 

Into a newer section of Orlando, the First 
Church has also spread its wings and established 
John Knox Presbyterian Church. Begun as an out- 
post chapel, the church was organized in 1949 with 
58 members. (Membership now exceeds 150). Mr. 
Hamilton will devote his full time to this church as 
regular pastor after the installation of a pastor in 
the Grace Covenant Church. At present, John Knox 
is conducting a $25,000 building program to erect 
a Sunday School unit. 

Calvary Presbyterian Church was organized in 
1924 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ross Warner 
with 62 charter members. The church building was 
completed in 1925 at a cost of $25,000. A Sunday 
School Annex was built in January, 1943, and a 
manse was purchased in 1942. The Rev. H. D. 
Gress is pastor. The church is located at the corner 
of West Colonial and Edgewater Drives. 

Thus, the First Presbyterian Church of Orlando, 
Fla., has an inspiring history of mission work. To 
commissioners and other visitors to the General As- 
sembly as it meets in this city, the First Church pre- 
sents an example of Southern Presbyterianism at 
work. 


Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 
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John Knox Presbyterian Church 


1954. 


General Council Recommendations 
Include Increased Budget, Negro 
Work Support, New Five-Year Program 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—The General Council of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in a recent meet- 
ing approved a $4,800,276 budget for the operation 
of the church agencies during the current church 
year, according to Dr. J. C. Patton. 


The proposed budget represents a five per cent 
increase over last year’s budget. 


has operated from April to April. 


Dr. J. R. McCain was re-elected chairman of the 
Council for 1951-52. Every member canvass day 


will be held March 2, 1952. 


The council will ask the Assembly to urge pres- 
byteries’ stewardship committees or councils to 
promote conferences on budgets, stewardship, and 
the every member canvass with pastors, sessions, 
diaconates, and finance or budget committees, in 
local churches, or groups of churches, to familiarize 
those responsible for these matters with methods 


and techniques. 


The council will also call 
| for a million dollar cam- 
paign to undergird Negro 
work throughout the south. 
The council said that “some- 
thing should be done decis- 
ively and promptly in behalf 
of our work with the Negro 
population in the south.” 


Dr. James A. Jones, chair- 
man of the program com- 
mittee, said if the June As- 
sembly approves the cam- 
paign, proceeds will be di- 
vided between local Negro 
church projects and Stillman 
College. If approved, the 
campaign will be conducted 
April 1, 1953, to March 31, 


The council also recom- 
mended to the Assembly that 
the official church year be 
changed to conform to the 
regular calendar year, be- 
ginning January 1, 1954. In the past, the church 


Pre-Assembly Conference 

On Evangelism 
The principal speaker for the pre- 
Assembly Conference on Evangelism at 
Orlando, Fla., June 7, will be the Rev. 
Charles B. Templeton, according to an an- 
nouncement by Dr. H. H. Thompson, Sec- 
retary of the Division of Evangelism of the 
Board of Church Extension. 

The special conference is being held 
during the afterneon of the opening day 
of the General Assembly. “In addition to 
the message by Mr. Templeton,” Dr. 
Thompson states, “others will speak 
briefly on various aspects of evangelism.” 

Mr. Templeton is a Canadian by birth 
and has done outstanding work as a min- 
ister in one of the leading Toronto 
churches. Previously a sports cartoonist 
for a large newspaper, he felt the call to 
the gospel ministry after his conversion. 


Although attractive offers have come to 
him from large churches, he has dedicated 
himself to full-time evangelistic work. He 
has recently conducted a series of evan- 
gelistic services at the Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in New York City, and 
the pastor, Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, 
speaks of him in the highest terms. At 
present, while pursuing study at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, he is serving as 
interim pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ewing, Trenton, N. J. 


Every commissioner to the General As- 
sembly is urged to arrive in Orlando in 
time to participate in this afternoon con- 
ference beginning at 2:30 o’clock in the 
First Presbyterian Church. Ministers and 
other church leaders within driving dis- 
tance of Orlando are invited to share in 
this program. 
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A five year program, emphasizing evangelism 
and stewardship, was approved, in general, by the 
council. If approved by the Assembly, the project 
will follow the church’s five year Program of 
Progress which ends March 31, 1952. The new 
operation would be known as “Our Presbyterian 
Program — To Know Christ and Make Him 


Known.” 


The Council recommended that the equalization 
fund be taken out of the budget and prorated among 
the budgets of the various agencies. 


St. John’s Presbytery To Raise 
$300,000 For Conference Site 
And Home Mission Extension 


St. Johns Presbytery approved at its April meet- 
ing in Daytona Beach, Fla., a campaign for $300, 
000 for a conference site and home mission extension 
work. 


The first $85,000 is to go for the conference 
site and the next $85,000 for home missions. Of the 
remaining sum, 60 per cent goes to home missions, 
40 per cent to the conference site. 


A committee was appointed with authority to 
employ a money raising organization to conduct the 
campaign. 


The presbytery sent overtures to the General 
Assembly dealing with group insurance and re- 
questing larger minimum pay for retired ministers. 


Total contributions in the presbytery for the past 
church year were $1,803,168. Total membership 
was 29,388 with 71 churches and 91 ministers. 
W. H. Kadel of Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church, 


‘Tampa, Fla., was elected moderator. 


Norfolk Presbytery Fears 
Expense Of Reorganization 
Curtailing Evangelism And 
Missionary Program Of Church 


Norfolk Presbytery, in its April meeting, over- 
tured the General Assembly as follows: 


To instruct the General Council or to appoint 
an ad interim committee for a thorough study 
of the agencies of the church in view of the 
tremendous overhead incurred in the new or- 
ganization during the past 18 months: expenses 
incurred in the Boards by expanding the sub- 
committees and the cry to set up Councils, not 
only in Boards, but in sub-committees: ex- 
penses also incurred in travel of representa- 
tives to inter-church agencies at home and 
abroad, all of which amounts to a tremendous 
inroad on the Benevolence Budget of the 
Church and therefore curtailing the Church’s 
program in Evangelism and challenge in the 
Missionary program, and is beginning to cause 
general alarm on the congregational level. 


The Rev. R. Allen Brown was elected moderator. 
The next meeting of the presbytery is expected to 
be held jointly with the U. S; A. New Castle Pres- 
bytery in Norfolk, Va., in October. 


CHURCH NEWS 


AGS 


PAUL B. FREELAND, SECRETARY, OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID. POINTS OUT THE PATH OF HIS TRIP 
TO THE NEAR EAST JUST PRIOR TO LEAVING THIS COUNTRY ON APRIL 28. 
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Freeland Attends 


Near East Conference 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN )—Rev. Paul B. Free- 
land, Secretary of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid, Board of World Missions, was one of 
six prominent American churchmen who attended 
the Conference on Refugees in the Near East in 
Beirut, Lebanon, May 1 to 8. The conference was 
under the joint sponsorship of the World Council 
of Churches (Department of Refugees and Inter- 
church Aid) and the International Missionary 
Council. 


North Carolina’s Dr. Sloop 


Mother Of The Year 


Dr. Mary T. Sloop, 77, founder of Crossnore 
School, Crossnore, N. C., a country doctor, a Pres- 
byterian and grandmother of five grandchildren, 
has been named American Mother of the Year by 
the American Mothers Committee of the Golden 
Rule Foundation in New York City. 


Dr. Sloop was born in Davidson, N. C., and 
began practicing medicine in Avery County, North 
Carolina, with her husband in 1911. Two of her 
children are also doctors in Crossnore. Feted in 
Asheville, N. C., and in New York, N. Y., Dr. 
Sloop will return to her Crossnore work in the near 
future. 


Congo Missionary Dies 
On Way To See Doctor 


Miss Virginia Holaday, Southern Presbyterian 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, died of a heart 
attack May 8 in Chattanooga, Tenn., as she was 
boarding a plane for Nashville to see her physician. 

She was born in Spotsylvania County, Va., Sept. 
3, 1899. She went to the Belgian Congo in 1927 
where she started the Central School for children 
of missionaries and was principal there for 11 years. 
In 1947, Miss Holladay was appointed to work 
with native girls at Bibanga, Belgian Congo. 


Home for her regular furlough since June, 1950 
Miss Holladay was scheduled to return to the 
Congo in June of this year. 


She is survived by three sisters and one brother. 
They include Mrs. Percy Holladay, Mineral, Va.; 
Mrs. J. C. Edens, Orange, Va.; Mrs. A. C. Boand, 
Chicago, Ill.; Mrs. John M. Alexander, Atlanta, 
Ga.; and Mr. James M. Holladay, Mullins, S. C. 


Funeral services were held May 10 at the old 
home, Prospect Hill, Va. 


Mrs. Annie Randolph Vaughn Wilson 


Mrs. Annie Randolph Vaughn Wilson, 80, for- 
mer China missionary, died May 3 in Richmond, 
Va. She was a missionary to China from 1908 to 
1941. Mrs. Wilson was the sister of Mrs. Ed 
Currie, China missionary now in Richmond, Va. 
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Dudley New General Secretary 
Of Reorganized Synod Of N. C. 

Dr. Harold J. Dudley, former pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Wilson, N. C. has been 
appointed general secretary of the Synod of North 
Carolina, according to an announcement from the 
new central offices of the synod in Raleigh, N. C. 


The synod announced the complete reorganiza- 
tion of its work with Mr. Dudley as general secre- 
tary, stated clerk and treasurer. He succeeds the 
Rev. Charles M. Gibbs of Fayetteville, N. C., as 
stated clerk; Dr. Dan C. Caldwell of Greensboro, 
N. C., as director of Christian Education. Dr. 
Dudley serves as treasurer for Defense Service 
Council and Church Extension, also. 

The synod will meet in its 138th session Septem- 
ber 11 at Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, 
N. C. The retiring moderator is the Rev. Marion S. 
Huske, minister of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Reidsville, N. C. 


Presbyterian Preacher, Educator, 
Dies In Columbia, S. C. 


Dr. Samuel Craig Byrd, long-time Presbyterian 
preacher and educator died recently in Columbia, 


$$ 
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S. C. He was president of Chicora College from 
1915 until it closed in the early 30’s. For the last 
two years, he had been supply pastor for several 
Presbyterian churches around Winnsboro and Co- 


lumbia,’ S. C. 


Dr. Byrd was associate professor of the Columbia 
Theological Seminary from 1898 until 1902. He 
was a former managing editor of the Presbyterian 
Quarterly and Religious Outlook in 1898 and 1899. 
He was chairman of the committee on Sabbath 
Observance of the General Assembly of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. 


Survivors include a son and a grandson. 


West Hanover 
Presbytery 


Dr. Ben R. Lacy, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, was guest speaker on evangelism at a 


recent meeting of West Hanover Presbytery in 
Amherst, Va. Dr. Lacy gave a report on the sem- 
inary to the presbytery. 


Reports indicated an increase of 165 in church 
membership and an increase of $5,800 in contribu- 
tions to benevolences. The Rev. H. Edwin Pickard 
was chosen moderator-in-nomination for the July 
17 meeting. 


Officers Elected By 
Andalusia Women 


New officers have recently been elected by the 
Women of the Church of Andalusia Presbyterian 
Church according to an announcement by the church 
historian. They are: Mrs. Tom Little, president; 
Mrs. Max Milligan Jr., historian; continuing in 
office are Mrs. Ray Evans, vice president; Mrs. J. 
H. Johnston, secretary and Mrs. W. H. Albritton, 


treasurer. 


SEVENTH ANNUAL COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST — 1950-51 
RANK CLASS VALUE NAME ADDRESS 
Monroe, La. 
5 l-yr. Sardis, Miss. 
6 ~—i-yr. Beaumont, Tex. 
8 l-yr. Marks, Miss. 
9 l-yr. EE Monticello, Ark. 
10 I Nashville, Tenn. 
1] l-yr. Clinton, Miss. 
12 leyr. 200 Elizabeth Humme Herndon, Va. 
13 l-yr. San Antonio, Tex. 
15 l-yr. 100 Denison Mowbray Allan................0.0.000.00...:cceeeeee Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
16 _—sid-yr.. Belton, S. C. 
17 l-yr. Staunton, Va. 
18 =il-yr. Elizabeth Rogers Greensboro, N. C. 
20 l-yr. Cer, Decatur, Ga. 
HONORABLE MENTION 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


East Mississippi W omen 
Hear Richards, Crawford 


The 44th annual meeting of East Mississippi 
Presbyterial was held in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Corinth April 16, 17 with the president, 
Mrs. J. E. Haney of Ripley, presiding. There were 
160 delegates and visitors in attendance. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, president of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
conducted a Bible Hour each day and preached the 
sermon Monday evening. Communion service was 
held with the Rev. Sam Milton of West Point 
presiding. 


Featured speakers were Miss Mary Crawford, 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, and Mrs. Ever- 
ade Jones, president of the Mississippi Synodical. 


Mrs. A. P. Miller of Columbus was elected 
president. The 1952 meeting will be held in Amory. 


Watson Called 


To Okolona 


The Rev. Paul M. Watson, pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Marks, Miss., for 18 years and 
former moderator of the Synod of Mississippi, has 
accepted a call to the pastorate of the Okolona 
church and is expected to begin his work June 1. 


Dr. Watson is a graduate of Southwestern and 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Louis- 
ville, Ky. In 1943 he received the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity from Southwestern. 


Women Of The Church, Mississippi 


Presbytery, Hold 45th Annual Meeting 


The 45th annual meeting of the Women of the 
Church of Mississippi Presbytery was held in 
Magnolia, Miss., April 24-25 with Miss Decima 
Rea of Wesson, Miss., presiding. 


Dr. J. MacDowell Richards of Decatur, Ga., 
president of Columbia Theological Seminary, was 
speaker for morning and evening meetings. Miss 
Mary Crawford, missionary to Africa, gave talks 
on Africa and the Belgian Congo this year’s Birth- 
day Gift objective. 


Other speakers include the Rev. Sam C. Patter- 
son, president of French Camp Academy; the Rev. 
W. C. Sistar, superintendent of Palmer Orphanage, 
Mr. George Mullendore, Mr. J. B. Lesley, presi- 
dent of Chamberlin-Hunt Academy; Mrs. Paul 
Griffin, Mrs. Robert Wilson, Mrs. I. N. Baker, 
and Mrs. C. C. Alford. 


New officers were selected and installed. 
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byterian College 


The Vacation Fund—Another 
Request For Your Help 


As the vacation season approaches rapidly, 
the Vacation Fund for ministers of our 
Church becomes increasingly important in 
our thinking. As Chairman of its Board of 
Managers it is my privilege to appeal once 
more for a generous support of it on the 
part of those loyal friends and members of 
our Church who through the years by 
their generous voluntary giving to. the 
Fund have made it possible. Through the 
thirty-eight years which it has been in 
operation the Vacation Fund has enabled 
hundreds of our ministers to turn aside 
for a while and rest their tired bodies and 
over-taxed spirits at the conference centers 
of our Church and then return to their 
congregations refreshed for the better 
making of the longer spiritual journey. 


During the approaching summer there 
will be a special need of assisting many of 
the pastors of our Church by partially 
underwriting the expenses of a week or 
more for them at Massanetta Springs, 
Montreat, or Mo-Ranch. The tensions of 
life are great, the burdens of our ministers 
are unusually heavy, and the strain upon 
their spirits of trying to mediate truth and 
mercy and comfort to those of their con- 
gregations caught up in the vortex of the 
troubles of our time keep many near the 
breaking point. They need restoration and 
enrichment which a vacation at one of the 
spiritual retreats of our Church can bring 
7 Those who have not remembered to 
send a contribution to this good cause and 
who are in a position to do so are urged to 
forward such. Checks should be made pay- 
able to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, Vaca- 
tion Fund, and mailed to her at Montreat, 
N. C. Those invited to be beneficiaries of 
your gift will be chosen carefully and they 
and the Board of Managers will be exceed- 
ingly grateful for your assistance. 


Wane H. Boces, Chairman, 
Board of Managers, 
Vacation Fund for Ministers, 
Presbyteran Church, U. S. 


Marshall W. Brown, President 
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